Unusual histological variants of cutaneous malignant melanoma with some clinical and possible prognostic correlations.
Malignant melanoma is known for the wide range of histological patterns it can assume mimicking other malignant tumors. We present a review of most of the unusual histological variants of cutaneous melanoma and describe their immunohistochemical features, associate clinical findings, and possible behavior related to the histological subtype. In addition, we propose their classification into four groups corresponding to the (1) architectural patterns; (2) cytologic features; (3) stromal changes; and (4) the possible association of these findings (i.e. architectural + cytologic features). Although most of these unusual variants have the same prognosis as conventional melanomas, with Breslow thickness and ulceration, being the most important predictor of survival in clinical stage I, some of them have a peculiar biologic behavior that the clinicians and the dermatopathologists should know in order to give melanoma patients all educational information available.